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rough voyage of five days. James was received in Scotland
with due ceremony ; but the famous cannon known asc Mons
Meg ' burst in firing its salute, and many were the superstitious
head-waggings which followed the occurrence. This time
James seriously undertook the government of Scotland, and
set his seal upon a melancholy epoch.
Scotland was at once the origin and the end of the Stuarts,
No feature of Charles IPs reign is more lamentable than the
government of his northern kingdom.    The Duke of Lauder-
dale, the ablest, the most wicked, and the sole survivor in
office of the Cabal, was its mainspring for nearly twenty years.
He had married Lady Dysart, a woman of appalling greed,
whom Burnct describes as " ravenously covetous " and as
one " who would have stuck at nothing by which she might
compass her ends." x    He was himself a former Covenanter,
probably a freethinker, and exploited and applied all the
local feuds and fanaticisms with callous craft.    Nationalism
at this time in Scotland stood not upon a political basis,
as in England, but upon the Kirk.    The Reformation in
Scotland had meant a period of violent mob-law and a
revolutionary break with the past.   Cold, sour, unchanging
hatreds divided the  Scottish  race.    Lauderdalc  used the
quarrel between the Lowlands and the Highlands and the
religious rifts to make a balance by which the King's autho-
rity could stand,    Cromwell had  given  Scotland Parlia-
mentary union with England.   A freer trade had flourished
across the Border, and domestic peace reigned upon the over-
throw of Presbyterian dominance.   Under King Charles the
Parliamentary union was dissolved, and hostile tariffs froze
the streams of trade and wealth.  Lauderdale held the country
down.   He extracted good revenues for the Crown, main-
tained a trustworthy standing army, and broke up by ruth-
less methods the fervent resistance of the  Covenanters.
Archbishop Sharp was brutally murdered in revenge on
Magus Muir.    A fierce rebellion in 1679 had been skilfully
and temperately  suppressed  by  Monmouth.   Terror and
counter-terror grew together.
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